Newbury Velo Family Quest - The Combe Horseshoe
A family or solo ride out in the wilderness exploring the heart of the North Wessex Downs (ANOB). A short route of 12k with a few challenges and some perfect spots
for a picnic along the way.
Notes:
Things you might wish to take with you:
• A bike with tyres suitable for riding stony tracks
• Take plenty of food and water
• First Aid kit
• Puncture repair kit/tools.
• This map!
Route can be downloaded here: https://connect.garmin.com/modern/course/37647668
1. Start/Finish: Start by heading east from the car park along the road.
2. Once past the mast, turn right down the track and follow this to the bottom. BEWARE: The junction at the end of the track and onto the road comes up very quickly.
Please make sure children are aware of this. There are also a lot of tree routes on the lower section of this track.
3. At the junction/crossroads, go straight over and turn immediately right onto a wide track.
4. Follow this track, WITHOUT TURNING RIGHT UNTIL YOU ARE OUT OF THE WOODS (see photos).
5. Turn right onto Sheepless Hill. BEWARE: This is very steep and most walk up it. Once at the top of this it is easy cycling and well worth it for the view!
6. Once up Sheepless Hill, continue along the track and into the field. Follow the track along the hedge and turn right through a hidden gate and onto the Test Way.
BEWARE: Gate is easily missed. (See photo).
7. Continue on the Test Way until you reach a T-junction with Wayfarers Walk by a copse of trees. Turn right and continue past Combe Gibbet and all the way to the
crossroads.
8. At the crossroads (BEWARE: Blind summit), go straight over and take the track that continues to the right of the carpark. Follow this track all the way back to the
finish.

BEWARE:
Cars coming up the hill at the junction. Blind summit.
Go straight over the road and continue to the byway/track
that runs to the right of the carpark.

At the ‘T junction’,
turn right on to
Wayfarers Way.

PARKING

Turn right through the gate out
of the field before the path
continues up the hill.

Turn right off the road
on to the track and
down the hill.
Velo Quest Challenge: Can
you get up Sheepless Hill
without putting a foot
down? Not many can.

There are a few paths in the woods.
Only turn right when you are clear of
the woods (see image)

BEWARE:
Large raised roots and fallen trees
on this down hill section.

BEWARE:
Sudden junction on to the road at the
bottom of the down hill section.

